INTO BATTLE

safeguarding of French interests in the Colonial Empire, shall be
collected in ports to be specified and there demobilised and dis-
armed under German or Italian control. From this text it is clear
that the French war vessels under this Armistice pass into German
and Italian control while fully armed. We note, of course, in the
same Article the solemn declaration of the German Government
that they have no intention of using them for their own purposes
during the war. What is the value of that ? Ask half a dozen
countries what is the value of such solemn assurance. Furthermore,
the same Article 8 of the Armistice excepts from the operation of
such assurances and solemn declarations those units necessary for
coast surveillance and minesweeping. Under this provision it
would be possible for the German Government to reserve, ostensibly
for coast surveillance, any existing units of the French Fleet.
Finally, the Armistice can at any time be voided on any pretext
of non-observance, and the terms of Armistice explicitly provide
for further German claims when any peace between Germany
and France comes to be signed. Such, in a very brief epitome,
are the salient points in this lamentable and also memorable episode
of which no doubt a much fuller account will be given by history.
The House would naturally not expect me to say anything about
the future. The situation at the present time is so uncertain and
obscure that it would be contrary to the pubEc interest for me to
attempt to pronounce or speculate upon it, but I may well have
more to say should the House permit me to make a further statement
next week. In the meantime, I hope that the House will continue
to extend their full confidence to His Majesty's Government and
will believe that neither patience nor resolution will be lacking
in the measures they may think it right to take for the safety of
the Empire.
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